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CONFIDENTIAL AMMAN 2015 
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SUBJECT: JORDANIAN PRESS ON PRIME MINISTER RIFAI'S COMMENTS 
ON HAWK AIR DEFENSE 

1 . JORDANAIN PRESS 15 APRIL BANNER HEADLINES RIFAI'S LONDON 
TIMES PRESS INTERVIEW (LONDON 5788 NOTEL), ADDING TO STORY CLAIM 
THAT SAUDI ARABIA AS WELL AS JORDAN IS PREPARED FOR GOJ TO SEEK 
WEAPONS FROM SOVIET UNION. ONLY OTHER DIFFERENCE IN COVERAGE 
OF RIFAI'S REMARKS IS AR-RAYY EDITORIAL S ASSERTION THAT US 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE RESPONSIBLE FOR HAWK MISSILE PRICE INCREASE, 
NOT CONGRESS WHICH EDITORIAL BLAMES FOR TRYING TO RESTRICT USE 

OF MISSILES AND TIMING OF THEIR DELIVERY TO JORDAN. 

2. EDITORIALS IN GOJ-CONNECTED AR-RAYY AND AD DUSTOUR PARTICULARLY 
VEHEMENT, FOCUSING ON COMPARISON BETWEEN US ARMS SUPPLIES TO 
ISRAEL ON ONE HAND AND ON OTHER TO ARABS IN GENERAL AND JORDAN 

IN PARTICULAR. AD DUSTOUR CALLS THAT DISPARITY ONE LINK IN CHAIN 
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MIDDLE EAST RESOLUTIONS AT UN AND US ATTEMPT TO DIVIDE LEBANON 
AND ' DISMEMBER THE AREA". 

3. DISPITE VEHEMENT TONE OF EDITORIALS. AR RAYY STATES JORDAN 
WILL NOT "LAUNCH A FIERCE CAMPAIGN AGAINST WASHINGTON'S ATTITUDE 
TOWARD OUR COUNTRY" IN ORDER TO MOBILE PSYCHOLOGICALLY 
POPULATION BECAUSE "THEY ARE ALREADY MOBILIZED". INSTEAD, 

NATION WILL TAKE CUE FROM WHAT EDITORIAL CALLS PRIME MINISTER 
RIFAI'S "COMPOSED" STATEMENT TO LONDON TIMES. "IMPORTANT 
THING", EDITORIAL ASSERTS, "IS TO GET THE MISSILES, THE ANTI- 
AIRCRAFT GUNS AND THE RADAR NETWORK FROM ANY SOURCE AS LONG AS 
WE CAN PAY THE PRICE WITH ARAB ASSISTANCE." 

4. COMMENT: WHILE TONE OF PRESS COVERAGE THUS FAR WOULD SEEM 
TO LEAVE LITTLE ROOM FOR DOUBT ON DIRECTION OF GOJ'S THINKING ON 
HAWKS MATTER, EMBASSY IS RESERVING JUDGEMENT UNTIL KING HUSSEIN'S 
AND PRIME MINISTER RIFAI'S RETURN ON 16 APRIL FROM US-CANADA-UK 
TRIP. WITHOUT DONNING ROSE COLORED GLASSES, WE NOTE THAT LOCAL 
PRESS HAS BEEN OUT IN FRONT OF KING AND PRIME MINISTER BEFORE 
WHEN LATTER WERE OUT OF COUNTRY. WE ALSO LEARNED FROM CROWN 
PRINCE YESTERDAY THAT KING HUSSEIN TOLD HIM MORNING 14 APRIL 

BY TELEPHONE HE WAS UNAWARE OF PRIME MINISTER RIFAI’S LONDON 
TIMES INTERVIEW. WE THINK IT MAY BE NOTEWORTHY, TOO, THAT AR 
RAYY EDITORIAL QUALIFIED ACQUIRING AIR DEFENSE NETWORK FROM 
"ANY SOURCE" WITH CAVEAT: "AS LONG AS WE CAN PAY THE PRICE WITH 
ARAB ASSISTANCE”, THUS LEAVING OPEN LOOPHOLE OF POSSIBLE SAUDI 
RELUCTANCE TO FINANCE SOVIET WEAPONRY IN JORDAN. WHATEVER 
THE CASE, PRIME MINISTER RIFAI HAS THROWN DOWN GAUNTLET OF SORTS, 
AND WHILE IT SERVES TO COVER POTENTIAL CRITICISM IN JORDAN THAT 
KING IS NOT RETURNING WITH AS SPECIFIC GAINS AS HE INDICATED HE 
WOULD GET IN PREDEPARTURE SPEECH TO NATION, AT SAME TIME IT WILL 
REQUIRE SOME CONTORTED JUGGLING. RIFAI HAS USEDPRESS BEFORE AS 
TOOL FOR CREATING PRESSURE AND FOR DEVELOPING THEMES THAT SUIT 
HIS PURPOSE WITH NO NOTALBE RELUCTANCE TO ACT LATER IN CONTRARY 
FASHION WHEN IT HAS MADE SENSE TO HIM TO DO SO. (SEPTEMBER, 

1975 STATEMENT TURNING DOWN HAWKS DEAL WAS BUT ONE EXAMPLE.) 
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